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I never feel happy or good about myself after reading this gospel 

passage. When I hear the Lord tell his apostles that someone with faith the 

size of a mustard seed could successfully order a mulberry tree to be 

uprooted and transplanted into the see I immediately conclude that my faith 

must be way smaller than a mustard seed. I know I would not be able to get 

a buttercup to hop into the lake, much less a big tree into the sea. It’s kind 

of depressing and makes me want to just give up and conclude that there is 

nothing I can do so why bother. 

Yet, I can’t imagine that Jesus was in the business of discouraging 

his apostles or, for that matter, any of us. His whole ministry was the 

opposite – encouraging us to be holy, inspiring us to be generous, 

compassionate, and merciful. Knowing what we know about Jesus, let’s 

ask ourselves again what he was actually saying about mustard seed sized 

faith and mulberry trees. 

Well, let’s think in terms of size. A mustard seed was the smallest 

seed known to the people Jesus was teaching. If you have ever planted 

carrots in your garden, think smaller than that. You could hold hundreds, 

perhaps even a thousand of them in the palm of your hand and blow them 

away with a puff. A mulberry tree can grow over fifty feet high with a strong 

root system that would make it extra difficult to transplant it into the see or 

anywhere else.  

Jesus was telling his apostles not to worry so much if they doubted, 

not to despair if their faith seemed weak or small. He was telling them that 

with just the tiniest bit of faith, the smallest amount of conviction, they could 

do what seems impossible.  



That encouraging message was a blessing to the apostles. It is a 

blessing to me and, hopefully, to all of us. You and I live on a planet that 

seems to be spinning out of control. We are being faced with challenges 

that make uprooting and transplanting mulberry trees look like child’s play. 

Like the prophet Habakkuk whom we heard from today, we live in crazy 

times. We are witnessing war in Ukraine, refugees at our borders, division 

and economic problems on every side. But as followers of Jesus we don’t 

throw in the towel. We continue to work for peace and advocate for justice. 

-- We have faith the size of a mustard seed. Our children are not 

practicing the faith, our family members have walked out on God, but we 

don’t give up on them – ever. We continue praying for them and inviting 

them because we have faith the size of a mustard seed. 

Mulberry trees and buttercups may have nothing to fear from us. But 

the powers of hell tremble when we gather here to pray. Because a lot of 

us with mustard seed faith are trusting together in the infinite power of our 

God who can do all things to do great things for us. 


